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Up at West Point the cadets are eagerly
discussing two pugilistic encounters which
have just taken place among them in accordancewith the time-honored traditions
of the United States Military Academy.
From a scientific standpoint these bouts

are said to compare favorably with the

most notable encounters in the history of
. onncfltinna] hittine one

ine prize rui£. rui w.

of them rivals the Corbett-Fitzsimmons
fight at Carson City.
This was the encounter that took place

between Cadet Private W. L. Murphy, of

Iowa, and Cadet Sergeant J. B. Cowan, of

this State. Murphy is now regarded as one

of the most scientific fighters that West

Point has produced. Both men belong to

the same class.
A dispute over an order was the cause

of the row, and the men met before daybreaka week <tgo last Friday. Murphy
weighed in at 155 pounds, and stood five

feet six inches. Cowan was ten pounds
heavier and two inches taller.
But in spite of these advantages. It was

apparent from the start that he was no

equal for his antagonist. In every round

Murphy landed with telling effect.
Cowan bravely stood up under nis terrlfficpunishment. He could offer no successfulresisteuce tb Murphy's pounding,

nor could lie land any blows where they
would do damage.
For four rounds Cowan resisted the appealsol' his seconds to acknowledge defeat.

They advised him to throw up the sponge.
At the end of the fourth round a slashingblow from Murphy's right caught
wan squarely in the eyes. He struggled
his feet. Just as-reveille sounded Mur,hyagain lauded on Cowan's jaw, knocking

out the New Yorker. Murphy was not

badly damaged, and was able to report for

duty.
During the same week Cadet Sergeant

Curtis G. Otwcll, of Ohio, was put to sleep
at tile end of a hotly contested, bareknuckled,six-round fight with Cadet Humphreys.Otwell and Cowan, badly bruised,
were both taken to the hospita:, ouc uuv»

slnee recovered.
Prize lighting at the West Point Military

Academy is as much a part of the training
of our future Grants and Shermans as

their daily dissertations on civil and militaryengineering and their elucidation of

the mathematical and philosophical formulaspropounded by Professors Bass and
Mlchie. It must not be understood by this,
however, that any of the learned and dignifiedmembers of the Academic Board
(tearm. diagrams and charts of imaginary
fisticuff battles or illustrate orally how our

future warriors should handle their
knuckles in a pugilistic engagement.
But Uncle Sam does pay Professor HermanJ. Koehler, an authority on athletics,

to make the gray coated youths as adept
In 'Jre ar^ of s^c.leptiflc pugilism as they are

in applied scientific modern warfare. The
triumphs and defeats of the cadet prize
ring are idelibly connected with the traditionsof the academy.
The Cadets of to-day tell of mighty

pugilistic events fought away back during
the days of Grant, Sherman, Sheridan and
Other soldiers whose fame illumines pages
of American history. Every alumnus of
West Point recalls with pride the pugilistic
achievements of Colonel Grant when he
and Cadet "Quinny" Gillmore met and
settled their differences in a twenty-four
foot ring. This was one of the academy's
noted battles.
Young Grant's father was then Presidentpi the. United States, and "Quinny"

Jllimore's father was one of the best
-Down engineer officers in the army. The
>attle was a fierce one, and because of the
prominence of the .father each of the
young fellows it created a sensation. Each
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class produces its pugilistic captain, and
he is a greater idol among the cadets than
the young men who win laurels for theii
intellectual qualities.
Battles in the West Point prize ring ar<

planned and executed with many formall
ties. It is an unwritten law among th(
cadets that all petty squabbles, all differ
ences which can be adjusted in no othei
way. must be settled In accordance witl
the prize ring rules. The gjeat flght whicl
took place a year ago between (^adet Mur
phy, of the first class, and a plebe namei
Owen, illustrates just how the war of fists
and knuckles is waged at the Militarj
Academy.
A classmate of Murphy met Owen in

the commissary one morning and ordered
him to go and stand in the corner witL
his face to the wall. "I will do anything
that a man nnerht tr» fin " rnsru-vnrlorl tV»c

"plebe," "but that I decline to do." Foi
a "plebe" to defy the orders of a flrsl
classman Is as great a crime at West Poini
as the refusal of an officer in time of war
to disregard the orders of the general in
chief.
The members of the first class met, dis

cussed the treason of the "plebe," and resolvedthat his refusal to obey orders was
"an insult to the whole class." Investigation,however, showed that Owen was nc
match physically for the man whose orders
he disobeyed. He weighed much less, and
was several inches shorter than the ag-
grievea upper ciassman. a meeting or the
class was then called, and after lengthy debateMurphy was chosen to uphold the class
honor.
A declaration of war was sent to Owen,

In which it was stated that he must do
battle for his violation of an unwritten
law of the Academy. Accordingly the men
selected seconds, and then representatives
of each class met and a referee was decidedupon. No fight is fought until the
classes to whiqh the opponents belong
sanction it and arrange the preliminaries.
Every man who fights must be weighed,
measured and examined as to his pugilist-
ic prowess, and if in any respect the men
are unevenly matched, the classes meet and
select others to do the fighting. Refusal
to answer the summons of the class is
high treason. There is no record where
a cadet has shown the white flag.
Brutality violates the West Point pugilisticcode, and is exceptional. All fights

must, when possible, "be fought before sunrise.In the dusk of early morning the
principals, seconds and referee quietly
leave their quarters, and unseen, repair to
the battle ground.
Sightseers are positively debarred.
Cadets right for the maintenance of a

principle, not for the edification of curiosityseekers. They are taught that war

should be waged only when some vital
Issue is at stake. To pugilism the same
ethics are applied, hnd insistence on this
point is a cardinal feature of all encoun;ters at the nation's military school.
Few know where the cadets pitch their

ring. Sometimes it is in an unoccupied
room in the south wing of the barrack, or,
as the cadets call it, "the Ninth Div." It
is a room on the third story, about thirty
feet iu length and twenty-five feet in
width. It is stripped of furniture, is secluded,and because of its availability for
pugilistic bouts is known as the "fighting
room." But ail the famous fights usually
take place in historic Fort Clinton, of revolutionaryfame, overlooking the Hudson.
In the midst of mementoes of the struggle

for independence the fighters gather, and
before reveille is sounded at 5 o'clock the
battle Is fought and won. It usually happensthat one or the other of the com-
bat'ants Is ftijured.

Itis here that another custom peculiar to
West Point manifests itself. A delegation
of the wounded man's classmates is sijnt
for, they repair to' the gory field, carry off
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the fallen hero, deposit him in the care of
the hospital attendants and hustle' back to
quarters, without leaving their names or

saying how the man was injured. So accustomedhave the attendants become to
this that they merely put the wounded man
to bed and send for the surgeon. A newsgatherermight as well try to get informationfrom one of the many brass relics of
Cliapultapec, Monterey and other conflicts
of the Mexican war scattered about Trophy
Point as to aet information from the cadets
or the attendants.
According to West Point etiquette, prize

lighting is not a serious breach of military
discipline, unless there is some unexceptionableincident of brutality connected
with it, and it is very rarely that the officerstake any notice of these little affairs.
In explaining this a young army officer

! said to a Sunday Journal representative:
"It is very unusual when these fights in

any way violate the spirit of discipline
maintiyined at the Academy. Because of
the rigid code of honor which prevails
among the cadets they exercise a healthy,
and not a demoralizing, Influence on them.
It is true, if an officer discovered a fight in',
nrncrpSB ho woillrl ho honnrl f-n tnl.-o nntlno

'Of It and have the offenders disciplined.
"But when the young fellows have some

grievance and meet in an honorable way
to get satisfaction, it is little or no serious
crime. We do all in our power to prevent
these outbreaks, but they are bound to occuroccasionally. They are not subversive
of discipline, nor do they do any harm to
any, only the feelings of the extremely
sensitive.
"We object, however, to the publicity

given these affairs. The outside public do

which prevail at the Academy, and when
they hear of them they look upon theru as

ordinary, brutal prize fights. They are

not, bein^ only the cadet way of settling
differences which cannot be adjusted in
any other way. A principle is always involved.and cadets never fight for mere
sport."

DOCS HAVE NERVES.
French Scientist Declares the Canine Race to

Be Subject toHumanIlls.

Among the many thousands who visited
the recent dosr slirm- nrnhnh'v nnlr a fnw
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ever Considered the notion that dogs are

subject to human ills.that Is, to the same

maladies that make life miserable to their
masters and mistresses. Yet this is the
case, as Dr. Megnin, a French authority on

nervous diseases, tells us.
The physician, in a lecture delivered beforethe Paris Academie de Medicine,

pointed out that the brain of the dog is
more highly developed than that of any
other animal, in fact, that it resembles the
human brain in some aspects, especially in
the way of receiving impressions from outwardcircumstances, moral and physical.
"Our friend, the dog," said Dr. Megnin,

"is frequently a sufferer from the social
miseries of the day. Being a constant attendantupon hunian beings, he shares theif
joys and sorrows; he is made to feel, directlyand indirectly, when his master or mistressexperiences reverses of fortune, or is
disposed to melancholy or fits of frivolity.
"Incidentally the dog is subjected more

than any other animal to privations; with
his proprietor he occasionally suffers hungerand thirst. But these are not the only
reasons why so many dogs nowadays sufferfrom nervousness; the ceaseless experimentsIn the line of race perfection
that lpad to all sorts of blood mixtures are

responsible; even In a more pronounced degreefor this condition.
"I do not hesitate to say that of the thousandsof dogs, some pets of the family and

their masters' best friends, annually killed
becatise they act queerly, and are suspected
of hydrophobia on that account, over 75
per cent die innocently.
"Their symptoms are human in the extreme.Like numerous nervous men and

women, they are subject to excitability at
Infrequent intervals, they exhibit epileptic
signs, are morose, lazy, lose their appetite.
Finally they turn against their masters and
those they love best, growl at them and
even injure them.
"In the intervals between these fits the

dog acts as usual; he seems to be happy
and in perfect health, eats and drinks normally,recognizes his master ar.d plays with
the. children, just as a nervous person will
do who, at times, becomes an object of fear
and trepidation to his or her surroundings."
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The Beast That
IX the Quaternary Age, which was very ni

recent according to geology, but count- P'
less ages ago according to ordinajjy history,Manhattan Island was inhabited by jj.

many strange beasts. The Quaternary is u

the latest geological age. the one in which "

man appeared oil the earth. Perhaps there
were men on Manhattan Island at the time q
in question, but of them there is no record. a

Geologists know at least that gigantic ani- r<

mals, extincc to-day, inhabited it. w

The Tert-uary Age, preceding the Quater- V>
nary, is known as the age of mammals. In k;
tne latter part 01 tue nrst ana tne oegm-
niug of the second period the warm-blooded ft
animals attained a wonderful physical de- ft
velopment, far beyond anything known in ai

the world to-day. In earlier ages reptiles, tl
fishes and birds had flourished and de- th
clined. The mammals were superior to
these, and they seem to ha#e lived 0:1 tl
me iat 01 ine eartn ana uourisneci accora- i"

ingly. Then man came, and they no longer ni

had things to themselves. After man will I(
another and stronger race make its appearance?
Among the mammals of the Tertiary and K

Quaternary Ages gigantic elephantine a'
creatures were very numerous and natu- a>

rally conspicuous. The mastodons were 'fc
the most typical of them. Our prodern w

elephants are obviously nearly delated to It
them, and it is important here to remc-m- ei
ber that they are the most pdwerful and
Intelligent of all existing animals. One can u;
easilv imacine that the mastodons ruled a pi
world into which man had not yet in-1 w

trudod. fi
The mastodon such as haunted the wilds cl

of Manhattan Island and other parts of ri
North America was fifteen feet or more in m

height at the shoulder, that is, five feet w
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tore than tto biggest of modern ele- pi
nants, a very considerable difference, its
lsks were very different from those of til
ie elephant, being much longer and curv- bt
ig outward. In some cases they meas- at
red over ten feet. The powers of these lo
capons must have been enormous, and ij
icy would hjjve enabled the mastodon to sll
Jar down trees and root up immense p,
can titles of herbage. Probably he was

peaceable beast, for. like bis modern jg
dative, lie was herbivorous, but he
ould have been a bad animal to irritate. sc
fitli one blow of a tusk he could have
illed the largest of tigers afe easily as a 0f
it kills a mouse. His hide was plenti- rc
illy covered with long hair, therein dif>ringmarkedly from the elephant. It is u,
a undecided question, but it is probable j)(
lat mastodons lived on this continent ^
awn to the time of .man. tl)
The fossil of one' mastodon has been ^
Iscovered In the -Miocene strata, wmcn tl,
assesses four tusks, two in the upper 0f
id two in the lower jaw. More than one u.
mr-tusked species lias existed. <p;
Another extinct c/epnunune creature is

le dinotherium. which grew to an even tii
reader, size than the mastodon, and dis- ar
>peared from the earth in a much earlier w

?e. The skull of one of these creatures Si
mnd at Eppelsheim, In Ilesse Darmstadt,
as four feet long and three feet broad. s«

is calculated that this animal measured bi
gkteen feet in length. R
Its tusks curved downward Instead of
pward. as in the mastodons and the ele- o:<

lants. Their purpose, it is conjectured, p£
oc ili-nn, nn n/iimHc nlfints hv th:> rnnr< :ir

om the river bottoms and to assist it In at

imblng out of the water. The dinothe- in
um lived in an age when the earth was w

ore generally covered with water and bt
hen there were no trees such as the ele- ot
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It is interesting to know something of
ie process by which this continent was
lilt up to be a home for the mastodon
id finally for man. In the earliest geoglcaltimes it was a more archipelago,
s chief island was a great V-shaped area
irrounding what is now Hudson's Bay.
o the southeast an island that is now tho
dirondaek Mountains, and another that
now the Jersey Highlands, rose above

ie waste of waters. Far away to the
uth stretched a line of islands that were

become the Blue Ridge Mountains. Far
F to the westward another line of islands
presented the present Fucific coast.
Ry tho denudation of these islands,
hich towered miles above their present
dght, and the deposits of organic llfO,
ie continent was gradually formed. In
10 Silurian age invertebrate animals were

ie dominant types. Then came fishes in
ie Paleozoic period. Toward the close

this the Appalachian Mountains were
jheaved to the height of several miles,
hey have since been worn down.
In the ensuing Mesozoic period multlidesof strange reptiles, some that flew
td measured twenty-five feet from wing to

ing, peopled the earth. In this age the
erra Nevada Mountains were formed.
For ages there remained a great interior
a, in which the land uprose and formed
it recently.in the Tertiary Age.the
ocky Mountains.
Then came the Glacial epoch. The ice
:tended southward to about the fortieth
irallel, driving some animals before it
id destroying those that were unable to
mid it.

_
At its height the ice lay a mile

d^pth over New England. At the place
here it melted away its terminal moraine
ill*- T on«* Tolontl nnrl Rfnfon T«lnnrt nnA

her similar land formations.


